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THE MAIN OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE 
HUNGARIAN ASSOCIATION FOR INNOVATION

The Hungarian Association for Innovation celebrated the twentieth anniversary 
of its foundation in 2010. This article is the summary of the interview with 

dr. László Antos managing director of the association.

The Association focuses its activities on the economy stimulating role of innovation. It 
was established by 30 organizations in 1990, in 2010 we have 311 members. Our member 
organizations include small, medium and large enterprises, research institutions, universities, 
patent agencies, non-profit organizations, foundations, business angel brokering firms, 
technology transfer associations – all kinds of organizations that take part in the innovation 
process. 

The Association intends to promote the creation, spread, transfer, adoption and the 
practical utilization of intellectual products in order to increase the performance and the 
income generating potential of the companies and the Hungarian economy. As a result of 
the innovation the modernization and development of the economy can be accelerated. The 
Association contributes to effective interest representation of the member companies, both 
from a professional and an economic point of view, increasing the number and value of 
intellectual products created and utilized in Hungary. 

It is also important that the financing system should be an incentive for creating 
innovative results and legal regulations should protect and support those who create and 
utilize the results of innovation. Outstanding innovative achievements should receive wide-
ranging recognition.

Our representatives, officers and experts actively take part in the work of professional 
organizations, such as the Hungarian Accreditation Committee, the National Innovation 
Office, the Competitiveness Council and in several prize committees, as a means of 
representing the interest of our members and the opinion of the Association.

Besides our analysing and publishing activity we hold presentations regularly at 
professional events, conferences and maintain good relationship with the press.

The Association has launched numerous actions and organized several events that 
promote innovation.

With the participation of ministries and other organizations, the Hungarian Innovation 
Foundation, which was established by the Association, announced the 19th Innovation 
Grand Prize in 2010. The prize is granted every year to a company that is registered in Hun-
gary and realized meaningful and very profitable innovation in the previous year.  

As a result of the support received from different ministries and organizations other 
innovation prizes have been launched beside the Innovation Grand Prize, so outstanding 
performances are honoured in six additional categories.  We have organized the Hungarian 
Innovation Club for our prize winners comprising more than one hundred organizations. 
The main objective of the club is promoting innovation-oriented attitude and facilitating 
the development of Hungarian research and innovation background, which is necessary to 
achieve the integration of Hungarian economy into the European system.   
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We have launched significant initiatives and programmes with the aim of promoting 
science, technology, research and innovation among young people.

Beside promoting science it is a high priority for us to find and support talented young 
scientists. In order to facilitate the professional development and enhance the career of our 
prize winner scientists, we founded the Society for Hungarian Young Scientists. The main 
activity of the society is the organization of events, invitation of outstanding scientists and 
the support of participation in Hungarian and international innovation forums and fairs.

Our most important goal in the near future is making the best of the new economy-
facilitating programme of the Hungarian government called „The New Széchenyi 
Development Plan”. The Science and Innovation chapter of the Plan, which incorporates the 
viewpoint of the Association, contains the innovation strategy that Hungary must follow.


